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FIG. 13 illustrates one embodiment of printed instructions
in accordance with embodiments of the invention.

FIGS. 14-19 illustrate exemplary panels of printed
instructions in accordance with embodiments of the inven-
tion.

FIG. 20 illustrates a physical configuration of printed
instructions in accordance with one embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 21 illustrates a method in accordance with embodi-
ments of the invention.

Skilled artisans will appreciate that elements in the figures
are illustrated for simplicity and clarity and have not nec-
essarily been drawn to scale. For example, the dimensions of
some of the elements in the figures may be exaggerated
relative to other elements to help to improve understanding
of embodiments of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

Embodiments of the invention are now described in
detail. Referring to the drawings, like numbers indicate like
parts throughout the views. As used in the description herein
and throughout the claims, the following terms take the
meanings explicitly associated herein, unless the context
clearly dictates otherwise: the meaning of “a,” “an,” and
“the” includes plural reference, the meaning of “in” includes
“in” and “on.” Relational terms such as first and second, top
and bottom, and the like may be used solely to distinguish
one entity or action from another entity or action without
necessarily requiring or implying any actual such relation-
ship or order between such entities or actions. Also, refer-
ence designators shown herein in parenthesis indicate com-
ponents shown in a figure other than the one in discussion.
For example, talking about a device (10) while discussing
figure A would refer to an element, 10, shown in figure other
than figure A.

Embodiments of the present invention provide a tray
configured to accommodate a coiled medical device such as
a catheter or catheter assembly. In addition to accommodat-
ing the coiled medical device, embodiments of the present
invention are also configured to contain devices and mate-
rials intended for use with the coiled medical device.

Using a catheter assembly as an example, when a catheter
assembly is inserted into a patient, sterile water may be used
to inflate the catheter. Additionally, the catheter may be
coated in a lubricating jelly prior to insertion into the patient.
Fluids and other samples may then be monitored and
obtained from the patient via the catheter. Embodiments of
the present invention provide a single container 100 config-
ured to accommodate not only the catheter assembly 700
and fluid bag 730, but also syringes 701, 702 containing
sterile water or lubricants. Further, the tray can accommo-
date a sterile specimen jar 703 or capturing samples taken
from the patient via the catheter.

In addition to simply accommodating these corresponding
medical devices, in one embodiment the tray is configured
to provide the medical services provider with mnemonic
devices instructing them in which order to use each device.
For example, a compartment containing syringes, in one
embodiment, includes an inclined, stair-stepped bottom
member to present the plungers of each syringe at an easy to
reach angle and at different heights based upon order of use.

Another advantage of embodiments of the present inven-
tion is that compartments have multi-purpose functionality.
For example, in one embodiment, a container configured to
accommodate a syringe having lubricating jelly disposed
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therein is also configured to be used as a lubricating jelly
applicator. A medical services provider first dispenses the
lubricating jelly into the syringe compartment. The medical
services provider then passes the catheter from another
compartment through an opening in a barrier separating the
compartments into the lubricating jelly. As such, the tray not
only serves as a shipping and storage container for an
assembly of devices used with a catheter procedure, but also
as an application device to assist a medical services provider
in using those products together.

Turning now to FIGS. 1-6, illustrated therein are views of
one embodiment of a tray 100 configured to accommodate
a catheter assembly in accordance with embodiments of the
invention. FIG. 1 illustrates a top, front right perspective
view of the tray 100. FIG. 2 illustrates a top, front, left
perspective view of the tray 100. FIG. 3 illustrates a top plan
view of the tray 100. FIG. 4 illustrates a front elevation view
of the tray 100. FIG. 5 illustrates a cut-away, left elevation
view of one embodiment of a tray 100. Likewise, FIG. 6
illustrates a bottom plan view of the tray 100. For simplicity
of discussion, these figures will be referred to collectively
with like reference numerals referring to identical or func-
tionally similar elements throughout the separate views.

The tray 100, in one embodiment, is formed by a con-
toured surface 104 that defines the various features and
compartments of the tray 100. The contoured surface 104 of
the tray 100 can be manufactured in various ways. For
example, in one embodiment, the tray 100 can be thermally
formed on a mold from a soft thermoplastic, such as styrene
or polystyrene. In another embodiment, the tray 100 can be
injection molded. In another embodiment, the tray can be
poured on a mold using a quick setting plastic, epoxy, or
resin. Other methods of manufacture will be obvious to
those of ordinary skill in the art having the benefit of this
disclosure.

Exemplary dimensions for one embodiment of the tray
100 are as follows: The length 112 can be between nine and
twelve inches, such as ten inches. One illustrative length 112
may be 10.380 inches. Similarly, the width 113 can be
between eight and eleven inches, such as nine inches. One
illustrative width 113 is 9.250 inches. The height 114 can be
between one and three inches. One illustrative height 114 is
1.750 inches.

In one embodiment, the tray 100 includes three main
compartments: a first compartment 101, a second compart-
ment 102, and a third compartment 103. The first compart-
ment 101 is separated from the second compartment 102 by
a first barrier 105. The second compartment 102 is separated
from the third compartment 103 by a second barrier 106.

In one embodiment, the compartments are open from the
top of the tray 100—the top being opposite the base mem-
bers of the tray 100—and are bounded on the bottom by a
first base member 107, a second base member 108, and a
third base member 109. The compartments are bounded on
the sides by a perimeter wall 110. In the illustrative “open
top” embodiment of FIG. 1, the perimeter wall 110 ends in
a horizontal flange 111 extending substantially orthogonally
from the perimeter wall 110. It will be clear to those of
ordinary skill in the art having the benefit of this disclosure
that embodiments other than that shown in FIG. 1 are
possible without departing from the spirit and scope of the
invention. For instance, the top of the tray 100 could have a
hinged or snap-coupled lid that is opened or removed to
reveal the compartments there beneath.

In one illustrative embodiment, the tray 100 is configured
to hold or otherwise accommodate all of the necessary
devices and materials to perform a catheter-based procedure



